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INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
English Horn
2 Clarinets in A and B-flat
Bass Clarinet in B-flat
2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in F
3 Trombones
Bass Trombone

Timpani

Percussion (2-3 players)
Bass Drum
Cymbals
Triangle

Harp

Solo Soprano*
Solo Tenor*

2 Soli Baritone*
Solo Bass*

Strings

*Vocal score not included

Duration: approx. 19 minutes

PROGRAM NOTE

La Bohéme (The Bohemian), one of the most beloved and commercially-successful
operas, is based on the 1851 novel Scenes of Bohemian Life by Henri Murger. With
a libretto by Luigi Illica and Giuseppe Giacosa, Giacomo Puccini (1858-1924)
worked on it from 1893 to 1895. It first appeared at the Teatro Regio in Turin on
February 1, 1896, conducted by 28-year-old Arturo Toscanini. Weighed negatively
against Turin’s recent Italian premiere of the Wagner opera Gotterdimmerung,
it received a lukewarm response from audience and critics. A few months later,
concertgoers filled opera houses on both sides of the Atlantic to hear it. The Act I
finale, in which the lovers Rodolfo and Mimi meet for the first time, includes the
much-loved arias Che gelida, Si. Mi chiamano Mimi, and Oh soave fanciulla.



FINALE ACT 1
From “LA BOHEME”

PUCCING
Chi ¢ 1a!? — Scusi. — Una donna! (Rodolfo, Mim3). . ... ... .. .. ... ... 80
Oh! sventata! La chiave... (Mims, Rodolfo). .. ... ... .. ... ... . . .. .. ... 83
Che gelida manina (Rodolfo).................. ... . 7 . 89
Mi chiamano Mimi (Mimd) ..o 99
Ehi! Rodolfo! Ola! Non senti?! (Schaunard, Colline, Marcello [dal cortile]) .. ..... ... 108
O soave fanciulla (Rodolfo, Mimi). ... ... ... .~ 110
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Act I Finale
from La Bohéme

Giacomo Puccini
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Act I Finale

FLUTE 1 from La Bohéme
Giacomo Puccini
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